
Our nation’s education leaders are caught in a tough spot these days. They want to tap into a wide range of emerging 
technologies such as mobile devices and digital content to empower more personalized learning environments 
for students, but budget cuts and other obstacles are standing in the way. Learn how school principals and district 
administrators feel about the potential of digital learning to create truly 21st century classrooms.

DIGITAL LEARNING IN 2012
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES 
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CONCERNS OF EDUCATION LEADERS

TECHNOLOGY IN SCHOOLS: BOTH SIDES OF THE COIN
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Are school district 
instructional technology 

budgets today more or less 
than before the recession 

(08/09 school year)?

With district budgets lessened, how are districts funding instructional technology?  

46% Not–projects are cut back or on hold

45% Applying for E-rate funds

37% Competing for new federal grants

32% Using Title 1 funds

28% Tapping into new technology to decrease costs or increase revenue

What new technology solutions are administrators using to solve the budget situation?  

46% 42% 39% 38% 33% 31% 30%

DIGITAL 
TEXTBOOKS

TABLETS INSTEAD
OF LAPTOPS

ONLINE PROF. DEV.
FOR TEACHERS

CLOUD COMPUTING
APPLICATIONS

OPEN EDUCATIONAL
RESOURCES

ONLINE CLASSES
FOR STUDENTS

STUDENTS BRING
OWN TECHNOLOGY
TO USE AT SCHOOL

According to Principals, the bene�ts 
of using digital content include:

There are many positive bene�ts for 
using student-owned mobile devices 
in school. Principals say:

There are also negative concerns 
associated with using student-owned 
devices in school, including:

69%—Increases student engagement

50%—Decreases dependence on textbook publishers

50%—Increases teacher technology skills

45%—Supports personalized learning

45%—Increases quality of instructional materials

The challenges of bringing more
digital content into classrooms are:

54%—Need infrastructure to support it

48%—Balancing classroom time with other priorities

43%—Teachers need training

41%—Dif�cult to evaluate quality of digital content

32%—Concerns over student internet safety

80%—Increases student engagement

58%—Extend learning hours beyond school day

58%—Provide way to personalize instruction

54%—Provide access to e-textbooks

45%—Improves teacher technology skills

50%—Concerns about theft

45%—Concerns about network security

43%—Teachers are not trained

43%—Not every student has a device

40%—Devices could be a distraction

Source: Speak Up 2011 National Research Project. In fall 2011, over 416,000 online surveys from K-12 students, parents and educators 
representing over 5600 schools nationwide were submitted through the Speak Up Project. Speak Up is an annual research initiative of 
Project Tomorrow, a national education nonpro�t organization and  is supported by these innovative companies: Blackboard, Inc., 
DreamBox Learning, Hewlett-Packard, K-12, Inc., Qualcomm Wireless Reach Initiative, Schoolwires, and SMART Technologies.
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